THE HISTORY OF ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA CATHOLIC PARISH, WAMBA

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Parish, Wamba, occupies an important place in the history of the Catholic
Church in northern Kenya. Established in 1965 by the Missionaries of the Consolata, the parish
developed from a modest missionary station into a centre of evangelization, education, healthcare and
pastoral service.

Its history is associated with the pioneering efforts of Bishop Charles Maria Cavallera, the early ministry
of Fr. Pietro Ronchi and Fr. Joseph Ramponi, and the work of generations of priests, religious sisters,
catechists and local Christians.

Over the years, the parish has contributed significantly to the spiritual and social life of the Wamba
community. Its institutions have supported education and healthcare, while its priests and catechists
have worked to bring the Catholic faith to Christians living across a vast and often difficult pastoral area.

The parish's history also includes a moment of profound trial: the burning of its church in 2019. The
determination of the faithful to rebuild their place of worship, culminating in the opening of the new
church on 27 December 2020, became a powerful testimony to their unity, resilience and commitment
to the Church.

The story of St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parish is therefore a story of missionary beginnings, community service,
faith tested by adversity and the continuing call to build a Church that is increasingly self-reliant.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WAMBA CATHOLIC MISSION

The Catholic missionary history of Wamba dates back to 1965, when the Missionaries of the Consolata
established a Catholic mission in the area.

The establishment of the mission followed efforts by Bishop Charles Maria Cavallera, then Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Nyeri, to identify a suitable location for the construction of a church.

Bishop Cavallera sent Fr. Lawrence Rosano from Maralal to search for land on which the Catholic
mission could be established. During repeated journeys, Fr. Rosano and his companions stayed in a local
village as they explored the area and sought to establish relationships with the community.

The process required dialogue and cooperation with local leaders. Bishop Cavallera personally met
elders from the Samburu and Turkana communities to request permission to build a church.

According to the historical account, the elders asked that the mission should also provide a girls' school
and a hospital to serve the wider community. The bishop agreed to these requests, reflecting the
importance of education and healthcare in the development of the mission.

In early 1965, Bishop Cavallera returned with Fr. Angelo Fantacci from Archers Post, and construction of
the mission began.



The establishment of the Catholic mission marked a new chapter in the religious and social development
of Wamba. It laid the foundation for a parish whose contribution would eventually extend beyond
worship to education, healthcare and the pastoral care of communities across the region.

THE FIRST MISSIONARIES AND THE BEGINNINGS OF PARISH LIFE

Fr. Pietro Ronchi became the first parish priest of Wamba, assisted by Fr. Joseph Ramponi.

The early mission began with modest facilities, including a small church and accommodation for pastoral
workers. The mission also laid the foundations for healthcare services that would become an important
part of its contribution to the local community.

According to the testimony of catechist Lekoiten Philip, the first Mass was celebrated in a government
office before the mission developed its own church facilities.

This account provides a glimpse into the humble beginnings of Catholic worship in Wamba. Before
permanent facilities were available, the early Christians gathered wherever suitable space could be
found.

The first missionaries faced the task of introducing and strengthening the Catholic faith in a community
whose members lived across a wide pastoral area. Language differences, distance and the need to build
trust were among the challenges that shaped the early years.

The work of the first priests, together with local catechists and Christians, helped establish a foundation
on which the parish would continue to grow.

ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA: THE PATRON OF THE PARISH

The parish is dedicated to St. Aloysius Gonzaga, a Jesuit saint whose life is remembered for holiness,
humility and service to others.

Born in Italy in 1568, Aloysius Gonzaga joined the Society of Jesus and devoted himself to religious life.
During an epidemic in Rome, he cared for the sick and died on 21 June 1591 after contracting an illness
associated with his service.

He was beatified in 1605 and canonized in 1726. His feast is celebrated on 21 June.

The choice of St. Aloysius Gonzaga as the parish patron offers a meaningful spiritual example for the
Christian community. His willingness to serve those who were suffering reflects the connection between
faith and practical love for one's neighbour.

His life also resonates with the history of Wamba Catholic Mission, where evangelization has been
accompanied by efforts to improve education, healthcare and the well-being of the local population.

The parish's dedication to St. Aloysius Gonzaga therefore connects its identity with a saint whose
example encourages Christian communities to live their faith through prayer, compassion and service.



EARLY MISSIONARY ACTIVITY AND THE GROWTH OF WAMBA

Before the establishment of the permanent Catholic mission, other Christian missionary efforts had
taken place in the region.

Historical accounts refer to the presence of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society, an Anglican
evangelical missionary organisation that arrived in Kenya in the late 1920s. Its efforts in the region
encountered suspicion among some local people, who associated the missionaries with British colonial
authority. Opposition contributed to the difficulties faced by the early Protestant missionary presence.

The establishment of the Catholic mission by the Missionaries of the Consolata in 1965 marked a later
stage in the development of organised Catholic evangelization in Wamba.

During the colonial period, Wamba was a small administrative centre with a limited number of
commercial establishments and an Administration Police station. The growth of the mission took place
in a setting where infrastructure and access to services were limited.

The missionaries' work consequently extended beyond the construction of a church. It involved
establishing a stable presence, developing relationships with the people and responding to important
social needs.

EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

From its early years, Wamba Catholic Mission became associated with institutions that served the wider
community.

The establishment and development of Wamba Catholic Mission Hospital, the nursing school and St.
Theresa's Girls Secondary School represent important milestones in the mission's contribution to
education and healthcare.

These institutions helped extend the Church's service beyond its immediate Christian community,
providing facilities that addressed the educational and health needs of people in the surrounding area.

In the early 1970s, Fr. Peter Tallone played an important role in expanding the mission's activities. His
work included the development of St. Theresa's Girls Secondary School, the nursing school and the
extension of pastoral services through the establishment of outstations.

Ngilai was among the early outstations, located approximately 35 kilometres from the parish centre.

The development of these institutions and outstations reflected the missionaries' understanding that
the Church's mission includes both spiritual formation and service to human needs.



Through education, healthcare and pastoral work, Wamba developed into an important Catholic centre
in the region.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF MISSIONARIES AND RELIGIOUS SISTERS

Several missionaries contributed to the development of Wamba Catholic Mission over the years. Among
those associated with its history are Fr. Lawrence Rosano, Fr. Pietro Ronchi, Fr. Joseph Ramponi, Fr.
Angelo Fantacci and Fr. Peter Tallone, alongside other priests and religious workers who served the
mission.

Their work was supported by catechists and local Christians, whose knowledge of the community and
continued presence were essential to the development of parish life.

Religious sisters also made an important contribution, particularly in healthcare and service to people
living with disabilities.

The Nirmala Sisters began working at Huruma House for people with disabilities and at the hospital
during the 1980s. Their ministry reflected the Church's commitment to supporting vulnerable people
and responding to needs that extended beyond the celebration of the sacraments.

The combined work of priests, religious sisters, catechists and local Christians helped establish a mission
in which spiritual life and social service developed together.

THE ROLE OF CATECHISTS IN THE LIFE OF THE PARISH

Catechists have played a central role in the growth of St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parish.

Their work has helped maintain the connection between the parish and Christian communities living in
distant areas. Through catechesis, prayer gatherings and preparation for the sacraments, catechists
support the spiritual life of the faithful, particularly where regular visits by priests are difficult.

Catechist Lekoiten Philip, who has served in Wamba, recalls the early history of the parish, including the
first priest, the first Mass and the development of the mission's institutions.

He also describes the growth of the parish through the construction of churches and outstations, the
establishment of schools and the development of hospital services.

According to his account, the parish has baptised more than 10,500 Christians since its establishment.
This figure is part of his testimony and reflects the scale of the community's reported growth over
several decades.

Lekoiten also highlights the participation of young people in Church activities and the importance of the
Christian communities that sustain parish life.



His testimony provides a valuable local perspective on the history of Wamba, complementing written
historical accounts with the experiences of someone who has served within the parish community.

THE EXPANSION OF OUTSTATIONS AND CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

As the Catholic community grew, the parish extended its pastoral reach through the establishment of
additional outstations and Christian communities.

Catechist Donald, aged 69 at the time of the interview, recalls how the parish expanded and recognises
the contribution of women, mothers and older members of the community to its development.

Their participation has helped sustain prayer, support parish activities and maintain the faith across
generations.

According to the information provided by the catechists, the parish has 28 outstations, commonly
referred to as vigango, and 15 Small Christian Communities, or jumuiya. These are different forms of
pastoral organisation and together illustrate the breadth of the parish's presence.

The growth of the outstations has made it possible for Christians living far from the parish centre to
maintain their connection with the Church. Nevertheless, the size of the pastoral area continues to place
demands on priests and catechists.

Some communities are separated from the parish centre by considerable distances, with the farthest
outstation reported to be approximately 76 kilometres away.

Poor roads and the challenges of travel make regular pastoral visits difficult, especially when resources
and the number of clergy are limited.

A CHURCH SERVING A PASTORALIST COMMUNITY

The pastoral work of St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parish takes place within a community where livestock
keeping and seasonal movement remain important aspects of life.

During periods of drought, families may move in search of pasture and water. This mobility can make it
difficult for priests and catechists to find and accompany the faithful consistently.

The challenge was described by Fr. Charles Jjangwe, who explained to Seed Magazine that drought could
lead to the temporary disappearance of familiar groups of faithful as they moved in search of pasture.

Such circumstances require flexibility and close cooperation between priests, catechists and local
Christian leaders.



The parish must balance the demands of sacramental ministry, catechesis and community formation
with the realities of a widely dispersed population.

The experience of Wamba demonstrates the importance of pastoral approaches that respond to the
lives and movements of the people rather than expecting all Christians to remain permanently close to
the parish centre.

THE BURNING OF THE CHURCH IN 2019

One of the most painful events in the history of St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parish occurred in June 2019, when
the parish church was burned by unknown people.

The incident deeply affected the Christian community. The church was not merely a building; it was a
place of worship, prayer, fellowship and shared memories for generations of faithful.

However, the destruction did not bring the life of the parish to an end. Instead, it revealed the
determination of the community to preserve its faith and rebuild what had been lost.

Under the leadership of the then parish priest, Fr. Charles Jjangwe, the parish mobilised its leadership,
faithful and friends to begin the process of rebuilding the church.

The response demonstrated the strength of local participation. Christians contributed voluntarily
towards the rebuilding effort, showing their commitment to restoring their place of worship.

The tragedy became a defining moment in the parish's history, revealing a community determined not
to allow a destructive event to extinguish its faith.

REMEMBERING FR. CHARLES JJANGWE

Fr. Charles Jjangwe occupies an important place in the story of the rebuilding of Wamba's church.

As parish priest at the time of the fire, he helped mobilise the Christian community and coordinate
efforts to reconstruct the church.

Although he died before the new church was officially opened, the rebuilding effort continued beyond
his lifetime.

At his funeral Mass, Bishop Virgilio Pante announced that the new church would be opened on 27
December 2020.

The announcement provided a point of hope for a community that had endured the destruction of its
church and the loss of a priest who had helped lead the rebuilding process.



Fr. Jjangwe's contribution remains part of the parish's heritage. His ministry is remembered in
connection with the determination of the faithful to rebuild their church and continue their life of
worship.

THE OPENING OF THE NEW CHURCH ON 27 DECEMBER 2020

On 27 December 2020, the new church at Wamba was officially opened.

For the Christian community, the opening marked the culmination of a difficult period of rebuilding. It
was a moment of thanksgiving and renewed commitment after the loss suffered in 2019.

The new church became a visible sign of the unity and resilience of the faithful. Its reconstruction
demonstrated what could be achieved when local Christians, Church leaders and friends worked
together towards a shared goal.

The rebuilding was also a reminder that the life of the Church is not defined solely by its buildings.
Although a church provides an important space for worship, the faith of the people and their willingness
to support one another remain central to the Christian community.

The story of the new church has consequently become one of the defining chapters in the history of St.
Aloysius Gonzaga Parish.

CHALLENGES OF PASTORAL MINISTRY

Despite its long history and significant institutions, Wamba continues to face pastoral challenges.

The wide geographical area, poor roads and the distance between the parish centre and some
outstations make it difficult to provide regular pastoral services to all communities.

The movement of pastoralist families during drought adds another layer of complexity. Priests and
catechists must adapt their pastoral activities to circumstances in which communities may move away
temporarily in search of essential resources.

The parish must also ensure that its institutions and pastoral activities remain sustainable while
continuing to serve the spiritual and social needs of the population.

These challenges underline the importance of catechists, local Christian leaders and Small Christian
Communities in sustaining parish life.



They also demonstrate why local participation and responsibility are essential to the future
development of the Church.

THE PARISH TODAY

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Parish continues its mission through the celebration of the Eucharist and
other sacraments, catechesis, Christian formation and pastoral care across its outstations and Small
Christian Communities.

Its history is reflected in the continued service of its church, health and educational institutions, as well
as in the contribution of priests, catechists, religious workers and local Christians.

The parish's pastoral identity remains closely connected to the realities of the people it serves. Its
ministry must respond to geographical distance, the movement of pastoralist families and the
continuing need to strengthen participation in the life of the Church.

The accounts of catechists Lekoiten Philip and Donald provide valuable insight into this history. Their
recollections preserve the memory of the early mission, the growth of the parish and the sacrifices
made by Christians who have helped sustain it.

Their testimonies also demonstrate that the history of the parish is not simply the story of missionaries
and institutions. It is the story of local people who have carried the faith forward through their prayers,
work and commitment.

ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA, PRAY FOR US.

May the faith established in Wamba continue to grow from generation to generation, strengthening the
Church's mission of evangelization, education, healthcare, service and hope.



